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LOS ANGELES CENTER FOR 


l COMMUNITY LAW AND ACTION 
2 || GINA HONG (SBN 322256) 
gina.hong@laccla.org | (213) 342 1572 
3 || LYDIA NICHOLSON (SBN 339152) 
4 lydia.nicholson@laccla.org | (424) 325-5842 
346 S. Gless St., Los Angeles, CA 90033 

5 || Attorneys for Petitioner 

6 SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

7 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - CENTRAL DISTRICT 

8 

LOS ANGELES SUNSHINE Gene A nee 

2 || COALITION, 

10 Br VERIFIED PETITION FOR WRIT OF 
MANDATE ORDERING COMPLIANCE WITH 

11 v. THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 
12 CITY OF MONROVIA, [Government Code §§ 6250 et seq.; Code of Civil 
13 Respondent Procedure § 1085] 
14 
15 
16 1. Petitioner seeks a writ of mandate requiring Respondent to immediately make available 
17 || code-compliant public records requested pursuant to the California Public Records Act 
18 || (“CPRA”), Government Code $ 6250, et seg. Petitioner also respectfully requests this Court 
19 || grant relief in the form of costs of suit, attorney’s fees, and other appropriate and just relief 
20 || resulting from Respondent’s unlawful conduct. 
2l PARTIES 
22 
23 2. Petitioner, Los Angeles Sunshine Coalition (“LASC” or “Petitioner”), is an 
24 || unincorporated association that uses public records requests to collect and publish information 
25 || about government activity in the Los Angeles area. LASC advocates for transparency in 
26 || government records and public meetings. For example, LASC recently testified before the Senat 
27 || Committee on Governance and Finance regarding potential changes in California open 
28 || government law. LASC is a member of the public within the meaning of $$ 6252(b)-(c). 
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3. Respondent the City of Monrovia (“Respondent”) is a local public agency within the 
meaning of Gov. Code §§ 6252(a), (d). 


JURISDICTION AND VENUE 


4. This court has jurisdiction over this petition pursuant to Gov. Code §§ 6258 & 6259, 
Code Civ. Proc. § 1085, and Article VI, Section 10 of the California Constitution. 

5. Venue is proper in this Court. The records in question, or some portion of them, are 
situated in the County of Los Angeles, Gov. Code § 6259; the acts or omissions complained of 
occurred in the County of Los Angeles, Code Civ. Proc. § 393; and Respondent is located in the 
County of Los Angeles, Code Civ. Proc. § 395. 


ALLEGATIONS 


6. This dispute arises from the failure of the City of Monrovia to respond to a request for 
public records. 

7. Petitioner’s request for public records: On September 22, 2022, the Petitioner 
requested a roster of sworn Monrovia police officers including specific information— name, 
rank, serial and badge numbers, gender, and race of each officer. Petitioner requested this 
information be provided in a character-searchable, electronic format. A true and correct copy of 
the request is attached as Exhibit 1. 

8. Respondent’s initial response: On September 26, 2022, the Respondent acknowledged 
receipt of Petitioner’s request, and further stated that the roster of records does not include race 
or gender. Respondent simultaneously produced an employee roster without any race or gender 
information, stating that this information would be withheld per Government Code § 6254(k) an 
Penal Code § 832.7. A true a correct copy of Respondent’s response, including the produced 
document, is attached hereto as Exhibit 2. 

9. Petitioner’s reply: Petitioner then replied on September 27, 2022, requesting that the 
Respondent assist him in identifying records containing the information sought, per Government 


Code Section 6253.2. 
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10. Respondent’s further response: On October 5, 2022, Respondent replied and stated that 
some information would be withheld per Government Code § 6254(k) and Penal Code § 832.7, 
and then produced a list of race and gender information with no names or other identifying 
information attached, and then produced a list of race and gender information with no names or 
other identifying information attached, thereby making it impossible to identify what 
demographic information correlates to which officer. A true and correct copy of this further 
response is attached hereto as Exhibit 3. Petitioner then requested the information be produced 
with the employee’s names, but, on October 1, 2022, Respondent replied that it does not 
maintain the record Petitioner seeks, and that “the City is not required to create a roster that does 
not currently exist.” 

11. Respondent’s violations: Respondent claims an inapplicable exemption under Section 
6254(k), which exempts information that is otherwise protected from disclosure by law. The 
information sought is not protected by Penal Code § 832.7, which, per Section 832.8 of the same, 
limits protected documents of law enforcement officers to “(1) Personal data, including marital 
status, family members, educational and employment history, home addresses, or similar 
information. (2) Medical history. (3) Election of employee benefits. (4) Employee advancement, 
appraisal, or discipline. (5) Complaints, or investigations of complaints, concerning an event or 
transaction in which he or she participated, or which he or she perceived, and pertaining to the 
manner in which he or she performed his or her duties. (6) Any other information the disclosure 
of which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” Pen. C. § 832.8. Simple 
demographic information such as race and gender (which is apparent to any individual who 
encounters any law enforcement officer) is not information protected per statute. Further, 
Respondent’s claims that the requested record does not exist is belied by its production of the 
redacted roster of race and gender data produced in Exhibit 3. 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE AND RELIEF PURSUANT TO THE 
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT, GOV. CODE 88 6250, et seq. 


12. Petitioner incorporates herein by reference the allegations above, as if set forth in full. 
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13. Petitioner is entitled to seek a writ of mandate and declaratory relief in response to 
violation of the CPRA. Gov. Code § 6258. Petitioner has no plain, speedy, adequate remedy in 
the ordinary course of law, other than the relief sought in this petition. Code Civ. Proc. § 
1086.31. 

14. Respondent has a clear, present, ministerial duty to comply with Gov. Code §§ 6250, et 
seq. Respondent has repeatedly acted and continues to act in violation of the CPRA by denying 
access to public records and information through its failure to assist the Petitioner in identifying 
which records would contain the information sought, and its failure to produce code-compliant 
documents in requested electronic formats. Gov. Code §§ 6253.1, 6253.9(a) 

15. Petitioner has performed all conditions precedent to filing this petition. There are no 
administrative exhaustion requirements under Gov. Code $$ 6250, et seq. 

16. An actual controversy exists between the parties concerning whether Respondent has 
engaged in conduct that violates the statutory requirements of the CPRA. A judicial 


determination to resolve this actual controversy is necessary and appropriate at this time. 
REQUEST FOR RELIEF 


17. WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests judgement as follows: 

18. That the Court issue a peremptory writ of mandate directing Respondent to make all 
requested documents available for inspection and provide a quote for direct costs of duplication 
of the records within 10 days of the Court’s order; 

19. That the Court enter an order awarding Petitioner its costs of suit and reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs incurred in bringing this litigation; 


20. For such other relief as this Court deems just and proper. 


Dated: 11/25/2022 


Respectfully submitted, 
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LA CENTER FOR COMMUNITY LAW AND ACTION 


By: pa 


Gina Hong, Esq. 


Attorneys for Petitioner 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Adrian Riskin, have read the foregoing Petition for Writ of Mandate and know the contents 
thereof. The same is true of my own knowledge, except as to those matters alleged on 


information and belief, and, as to those matters, I believe them to be true. 


I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is 


true and correct. Executed this 25th day of _ November in Los Angeles, California 


by: 


ap on behalf of — 


LOS ANGELES SUNSHINE COALITION 
Petitioner 
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EXHIBIT 1 


Subject: CPRA request (MON.2022.09.22.a) 
From: adrian@chez-risk.in 

Date: 9/22/22, 07:09 

To: aatkins@ci.monrovia.ca.us 


Good day, Monrovia. 


I would like to see a roster of MPD police sworn officers including the following information: 


Name 

rank 

serial number 

badge number if different 
gender 

race 


oUPWNH 


Please note that I need this information in some kind of character-searchable electronic format. XLSX is ideal but 
others should work. Also please note that I'm intentionally not using your PRR form, so there's no need to point that 
out to me. 

Thanks, 


A. 


EXHIBIT 2 


Subject: Response: Request for Public Records (Adrian) 
From: Sarah Godinez 

Date: 9/26/22, 14:52 

To: "adrian@chez-risk.in" <adrian@chez-risk.in> 

CC: Alice Atkins <aatkins@ci.monrovia.ca.us> 


Good afternoon, 


The City of Monrovia ("City") received your Public Records Act ("Act") request on September 22, 2022. Your request 
seeks a copy of a roster of MPD police sworn officers. 


In accordance with section 6253 of the Act, this e-mail serves as the City's written response to your request. The 
City has located records responsive to your request. Attached to this email are related Monrovia Police Department 
documents. Please note, the form of which the records are maintained by the Police Department doesn't include 
race or gender. 


Should you have any questions, please contact me at 626-932-5599 or by email at sgodinez@ci.monrovia.ca.us 


Respectfully, 


Sarah Godinez 

Assistant to the City Clerk 

a 415 S. Ivy Ave. Monrovia, CA 91016 
626.932.5599 sgodinez@ci.monrovia.ca.us 


Be 


Copy of Current MPD Employee Roster.pdf 181 KB 


Last Name 
Alfaro 
Alvarez 
Anaya 
Andrade 
Andrew 
Aparico 
Bartholomy 
Burkhalter 
Cindrich 
Coleman 
Covarrubias 
Dehart 
Donchig 
Fabanish 
Galindo 
Garcia 
Granger 
Harvey 
Harvey 
Holguin 
Juarez 
Leon 
Lopez 
Medina 
Montes 
Munguia 
Murphy-Richard 
Nolasco 
Oberon 
Ortega 
Pacheco 
Park 

Perez 
Ramos 
Ruano 
Sanvictores 
Schneider 
Spata 
Tang 
Vanderburg 
Vergara 
Verna 
Villalobos 
Villalobos 
Wang 
Wilken 
Wilkins 


First Name 
Jaime 
Carlos 
Taylor 
Jasmine 
David 
Grace 
Damien 
William 
Lisa 
Glen 
Sarah 
Gerald 
John 
Nicholas 
Alex 
Michael 
Joshua 
Heath 
Chad 
Jazmin 
Yolanda 
Javier 
Marco 
Oliver 
Thomas 
Zaira 
Gabriel 
Carlos 
Kevin 
Travis 
Jose 
William 
Charles 
Rosendo 
James 
Alan 
Richard 
Nicole 
Brandon 
lan 
Octavio 
Daniel 
Luis 
Adam 
Shawn 
Roberto 
William (Cody) 


Middle Name 
Ernesto 


James 
NMN 
Henry 
Claire 
Joshua 
Dain 
Carole 
Andrew 
Elizabeth 
Patrick 
Bello 

Lee 
Alejandro 
Xavier 
Ryan 
Wallace 
Kapp 
Dominique 
NMN 
NMN 
Antonio 
Maranan 
Marco 
Concepcion 
Christopher 
Alberto 
Mark 
Franlyn 
Joel 

Jun 
Jaymes 
Christopher 
Martin 
Panopio 
James 
Whitney 
Cam 
James 
Antonio 
Louis 
Carlos 
Glen 
Gregory 
Enrique 
Cody 


Title 
Lieutenant 
Police Officer 
Detective 
Police Officer 
Agent 

Police Officer 
Detective 
Sergeant 
Senior Police Officer 
Sergeant 
Lieutenant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Police Officer 
Senior Police Officer 
Senior Police Officer 
Police Officer 
Captain 
Sergeant 
Police Officer 
Sergeant 
Detective 
Police Officer 
Police Officer 
Police Officer 
Police Officer 
Police Officer 
Police Officer 
Lieutenant 
Agent 
Detective 
Police Officer 
Police Officer 
Police Officer 
Police Officer 
Chief of Police 
Sergeant 
Police Officer 
Police Officer 
Agent 

Police Officer 
Lieutenant 
Detective 
Senior Police Officer 
Police Officer 
Captain 

Agent 


Badge # 
L1 
P49 
D6 
P48 
A8 
P8 
D3 
S5 
P16 
S1 
L6 
S8 
S2 
P56 
P31 
D8 
P58 
E2 
S6 
P17 
S7 
D7 
P35 
P36 
P20 
P18 
P3 
P5 
L5 
A6 
D5 
P29 
P10 
P51 
P41 
E1 
S4 
P21 
P25 
P2 
P46 
L8 
D9 
P12 
P43 
E3 
A3 


EXHIBIT 3 


Subject: Response: Request for Public Records (Adrian)2 
From: Sarah Godinez 

Date: 10/5/22, 12:46 

To: "adrian@chez-risk.in" <adrian@chez-risk.in> 

CC: Alice Atkins <aatkins@ci.monrovia.ca.us> 


Good afternoon, 


The City of Monrovia ("City") received your Public Records Act ("Act") request on September 27, 2022. Your request 
seeks a copy of a roster of MPD police sworn officers including race and gender. 


In accordance with section 6253 of the Act, this e-mail serves as the City's written response to your request. The 
City of Monrovia (“City”) located a record that contains race and gender data for Monrovia Police Department 
(“MPD”) sworn police officers. Attached to this email is a record that is responsive to your request. The City is 
withholding portions of the record containing certain identifying information that is exempt from disclosure under 
the Public Records Act (“Act”). Specifically, the City is withholding portions of the record that are part of the 
confidential personnel records of peace officers and exempt from disclosure pursuant to Penal Code Section 832.7, 
which is incorporated into the Act through Government Code section 6254(k). 


Should you have any questions, please contact me at 626-932-5599 or by email at sgodinez@ci.monrovia.ca.us 
Respectfully, 


Sarah Godinez 
Assistant to the City Clerk 


ua 415 S. Ivy Ave. Monrovia, CA 91016 
626.932.5599 sgodinez@ci.monrovia.ca.us 
PR 


Public Records Request-Adrain (redacted).pdf2.pdf 380 KB 


EEO Race/Ethnicity Code Desc 
WHITE-MALE 

HISPANIC-MALE 

WHITE-MALE 

HISPANIC-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 

WHITE-MALE 

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER-MALE 
WHITE-FEMALE 

WHITE-MALE 

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 

WHITE-MALE 

HISPANIC-MALE 

WHITE-MALE 

WHITE-FEMALE 

WHITE-MALE 

WHITE-FEMALE 

WHITE-MALE 

WHITE-MALE 
HISPANIC-FEMALE 
HISPANIC-FEMALE 
WHITE-MALE 

WHITE-MALE 

HISPANIC-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 

WHITE-MALE 

WHITE-MALE 

WHITE-MALE 
HISPANIC-FEMALE 
WHITE-MALE 

HISPANIC-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 
HISPANIC-FEMALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER-MALE 
HISPANIC-MALE 
HISPANIC-FEMALE 
BLACK-MALE 


Hispanic or Latino Flag 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
Yes, Hispanic or Latino 
No, Not Hispanic or Latino 


